Tri-Chapter Uniform Code Committee (TUCC)

Meeting Minutes for January 14, 2010
Milpitas City Hall

455 E. Calaveras Rd.

Call to Order:

Meeting called to order at 1:20 p.m. by committee co-chairperson Sheila Lee, City of Santa Clara.

1.  In Attendance/Self Introductions:

*Sheila Lee, City of Santa Clara

Keyvan Irannejad, City of Milpitas

**David Basinger, Shums Coda Associates

+Ray Kansara, RK Associates

Scott Johnson, County of Santa Clara

Kathryn Sedwick, City of San Jose

Homer Maiel, City of San Jose
Sayaka Yamane, CSG Consultants

Phuong Devries, CSG Consultants

Ana Akin, Bureau Veritas

Michael Richares, Foster City

Giyan Senaratne, WC3

Carol Lau, City of Sunnyvale

Mark Solter, City of San Leandro

Matin Miraftab, City of San Leandro
*  Chairperson

** Secretary

+ Additional/Back-up Secretary
2.  Minutes Approval:

The minutes from last month were approved unanimously.

3.  AB 1953 - lead in the piping in 2006 (Sheila Lee):

Sheila presented details of AB 1953 (effective as of January, 2010) that requires less than 4% of lead (by weight) in plumbing fixtures and piping used for drinking. Most of the lead has been removed from the current fixtures, but there is still some concern that contractors that have bought a lot of fixtures prior to January (stockpiled), and may be using them now. Sheila believes that this is probably acceptable, as the law is for the sale of these products in and after January, and that existing project/fixtures are not subject to enforcement under this law. However, it may require inspectors a little longer in the field to review the fixture labels (UPC or IAMPMO) to determine whether or not they are compliant with the law - which may be difficult if you haven't heard about the bill, as it is not found in the adopted codes at this point. It was also discussed and felt that reuse of old faucets would be acceptable.
Action taken: None - discussion item only

4.  Greywater systems (David Basinger):
Dave gave the group an update related to a recent greywater seminar put on by the peninsula plumbers, specifically for building department representatives. The seminar was intended to educate Building Department personnel on methods in which greywater systems could be installed per the 2007 CBC. However, many of the methods presented by the speaker involved using plumbing fittings in a manner different than their intended use, and often with some modifications to the fittings themselves. As discussed in an earlier TUCC meeting, the systems are so simple to install that homeowners and others continue to install these systems in a manner jurisdictions may have code issues with if asked to review and inspect. Sheila added that there was a recent clarification by HCD to the single systems not requiring a permit, where HCD has clarified that single source systems should be from only a washing machine.

Action taken: None - discussion item only

5.  BSC Report (Sheila Lee):

The State amended language for the 2009 I-Codes were recently approved by the BSC, and implementation of these codes is anticipated to be January, 2011. The final language changes from the State agencies are now available for review, so Sheila suggested the TUCC to start reviewing the documents and determine if local policy/interpretations need to be developed. The concern is that with the new provisions of the code (i.e., Green Building Code), there will be more for the TUCC to review as a group. In addition, Sheila pointed out that the Green Building Code had a long list of items that building departments do not normally review or inspect (i.e., bicycle racks, architectural features, paints, carpets, etc.), so TUCC may also need to discuss how this will modify the inspection and documentation processes of local jurisdictions. Although some jurisdictions have created checklists via local green ordinances, there was still some concern that many of these items are certified months or years after building occupancy is granted - which is problematic when not installed at the time of final inspection. There was also the issue of outdoor and indoor water efficiency regulations, and some jurisdictions may soon be requiring permits (and additional fees) for landscaping irrigation or other new items.
Action taken: None specifically, but added to new sub-committee lists (item #7)

6.  Underfloor Clearances (Keyvan Irrannejad):

Keyvan passed around the recent policy of Milpitas on how to deal with underfloor clearance requirements on remodel/additions. Keyvan would like to have it approved as a TUCC policy, as it was discussed at last month's meeting.

Action taken: None at time, decided that the Milpitas policy needed to be re-written into the TUCC policy format and discussed once again - review again next month.

5. Committee Set-Up for the 2010 codes (Sheila Lee):
Sheila led a brief discussion of items of the new 2009 California versions of the Codes that needed to be reviewed by TUCC for possible future policies. The areas of concern were as follows, and determined to be the areas where new sub-committees needed to be formed: 

· Establish a committee to examine all of the older policies TUCC has passed (probably only six items of concern - structural primarily), and are they still valid with the new code language? Still wanting to keep the goal of having as minimum number of policies as possible.

· Review the new California version of the IRC (building portions - SFM and HCD amendments as well) for local policy discussion from the group. Big item is sprinklers now being required in all residential occupancies.
· Structural committee would be established for review of changes.

· A separate committee to review Mechanical, Plumbing and Electrical codes - probably as one sub-committee group.

· Egress and accessibility were though to probably not require any amendments, so review these with the overall modifications to the California version of the IBC - at this time looking at the State amendments and Code changes only.
· A sub-committee to review on the California Green Building Code requirements, which may be largest and most difficult item to review and address, as it is completely new.

Giyan suggested a "cliff notes" version be developed by the sub-committees to present to the larger TUCC group, to help educate them prior to the sub-committee issues being brought forward. However, Sheila felt that was good for education, but not for this process.

Sheila asked for volunteer to chair these sub-committees, with additional volunteers being developed at a later date via email announcement/request for participation. The chairpersons for these sub-committees were as follows, with some of the members (or jurisdictional members) noted or to be determined at a later date:

1.
IRC committee - David Basinger (chair), Giyan, Santa Clara, Keyvan/Milpitas, Kathryn/San Jose, San Leandro
2.
Structural committee - (co-chairs)/Ray Kansara and Keyvan Irannejad, perhaps Jim Russell and/or James Son?
3.
Electrical/Mechanical/Plumbing - Sheila Lee, need to assign staff (Milpitas, Santa Clara)

4.
Building - Homer Maiel and San Leandro, Carol

5.
Green Building Code - Giyan Seneratne and Santa Clara, Dave, San Leandro

At this point the sub-committees need to download the new language from the BSC website to find the California requirements. Final sub-committee participants to be determined at a later date, with request for additional participation being sent out to the group via email from the secretary. Sheila asked for each chairperson to make Dave or Sheila aware of the sub-committee membership proposals prior to TUCC meetings, to make it easier for everyone to review and participate at the monthly meetings. The hope is that by May we can begin to discuss the items at the TUCC meetings.

Other code items to discussions:
Michael Richards asked that 708.1 item #7, separation between tenants need to be rated, but why when the corridor is not required to be rated (commercial construction)? Homer felt that this was similar in the 2001 CBC code, so this really isn't a big change, but it would appear that the SFM occupancies designation triggered the change in language - because they were asked to keep these separate in the code requirements.

Giyan would like to discuss 1115B at the next month's meeting, bathing and toilet facilities, but under 1115B.4.7, and whether or not this is applicable to kitchen/breakroom sinks - does they still need the under counter knee clearance?

Meeting adjourned at 2:51 p.m.

