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POLICY NUMBER:
9
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May 1, 2008

SUBJECT:
H-5 occupancy in unlimited area building
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This guideline is developed by the Tri-chapter Uniform Code Committee and is intended to enhance regional consistency in application and enforcement of the Building Code.  Please verify acceptance of this guideline with your local building department prior to its application.

__________________________________________________________________________________

CODE REFERENCE (S):

IBC Section 507.7  Group H-2, H-3, and H-4 occupancies shall be permitted in unlimited area buildings containing Group F and S occupancies…..and the aggregate floor area of the Group H occupancies located at the perimeter shall not exceed 10% of the area of the building.  

Section 507.3  The area of a one-story, Group B, F, M or S building shall not be limited when the building is provided with an automatic sprinkler system…

Section 508.3.1  Accessory occupancies.  Aggregate accessory occupancies shall not occupy more than 10 percent of the area of the story in which they are located…

Section 508.3.1.3  Separation.

Exception:  Group H-2, H-3, H-4 and H-5…shall be separated from all other occupancies

ISSUE (s):
10% of the area of H-2, H-3, H-4 occupancies are permitted in unlimited area Group F and S buildings, but the code is silence with H-5 or Group B buildings.  This created a problem particular for existing building.  The hazardous level of H-5 is not higher than H–2 or H-3.  Some jurisdictions have allowed H occupancy as accessory use in unlimited area buildings including “B” occupancy.

guideline/

interpretation:
Although Section 507.7 does not mention H-5 for the allowable 10% area in unlimited area buildings, there is nothing in the code that says H-5 is not allowed or H-2, H-3, H-4 and H-5 is not allowed in unlimited “B” occupancy buildings.  Section 508.3.1 clearly allows 10% accessory use for all occupancies provided the occupancy separation and other code requirements are met.  

Proposed guideline is to use Section 508.3.1 to allow 10 % accessory use for H-2, H-3, H-4 and H-5 in unlimited area buildings containing B, F or S occupancies.
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